Shopify 101 Complete Guide 


Ecommerce websites and online businesses have seen a major shift over the last 
decade. 


We’ve heard the term “SHOPIFY” million times in the current period. What 
exactly is Shopify? This is the first question that comes into our minds, and makes 
it more difficult to understand because of many possible complex answers. 


It is undoubtedly a very difficult and challenging task to build a website, especially 
when you are a beginner with no prior experience. 


Here we are sharing an ultimate Shopify 101 complete guide that will help you to 
know everything about Shopify and selling products online. 


What is Shopify? 


Shopify can be understood as a flexible e-commerce platform that allows you to 
build a store primarily for the purpose of online selling of products. It is basically 
Software as a Service (SaaS) ecommerce platform that enables you to set up your 
own online store as a business and earn from it. 


Shopify not only enables you to build a store for selling purposes, it is a complete 
ecommerce platform that helps you to establish your dream business and reach 
out to the customers, wherever they are in the world. 


If you’re new on Shopify, some common yet important questions considered 
during building a Shopify Store are; 


How much does Shopify cost? 
What will | sell on Shopify? 
Where will | sell with Shopify? 
How will | choose the product? 


e What is the method of increasing sales right away? 
e How to attract a large traffic? 


There are many other questions lingering in our minds apart from the above 
stated questions. But before we move forward, we have to understand the price 
details of all packages available to enhance workability. 


Shopify Pricing details: 

Shopify helps its users by providing a wide range of flexible price plans so that 
businesses of whatsoever size and niche can take advantage of it. 

The price plan is as follows: 


Shopify Lite: $9 per month 

Shopify Basic: $29 per month 

Shopify Professional: $79 per month 

Shopify Unlimited: $179 per month 

Shopify Plus: $995 per month (starting price) 


Note that there is no extra fee apart from the monthly subscription fee mentioned 
above. It also offers a 14 day trial to ensure that the user gets full knowledge of its 
functionality. 


Shopify Features 
General Features included in all plans: 
All Shopify plans consist of the following features: 


no setup fees 

unlimited product uploads and file storage 

24/7 online and phone support 

no bandwidth fees 

no transaction fees when using Shopify payments (credit cards rates vary 
depending on which plan you use). 

e With each plan, you are able to customize website templates and add apps 
from the Shopify store, with extensive selections of both free and paid 
options to choose from. 


Benefits of Shopify: 


Easy to understand and operate 

Ease in promotion and selling on social media platforms like facebook, eBay 
etc 

Offers Point of Sales system 

Equip your stores with apps to extend features availability 


How to plan the setup of your store: 
O0 A Business Idea: 


A good and unique business idea is the base of building a Shopify store. If you are 
up for a small business, you can easily get the guidance regarding the product by 
going through the trend that has been prevailing in the Shopify world in the 
recent period of time. 


It doesn’t really matter if you are going for a low-investment business in the start, 
you can always upgrade your business in the long-run if you want to make it your 
permanent source of earning. 


This is the first step of a comprehensive Shopify guide. The best way to initiate 
your online business is by asking questions like ; 


-Opportunity size in the market? 


It is essential to know the correct opportunity size regarding your product while 
initiating a business. This will tell you whether your product is a long lasting one or 
a short term investment. 


-Is it a growing trend, stable or a declining trend? 


A growing market product can be elaborated as the one that is a source of 
constant growth and can be trusted to produce earnings at a permanent scale in 
future. 


Whereas a declining trend is something that a product can be trusted to last a 
long time but it can decline most likely. 


Stable market position is that which has faced bumps and jumps, but it doesn’t 
decline nor grow, however it produces a constant growth rate for a long period of 
time. 


-Who’s your Competition? 
It is the most important question to be answered. You need to know about all the 


details regarding your competition. 


There are numerous websites selling the same product over and over, but still you 
need to analyze them and establish your product as a unique one among them. 


O Write Your Ideas: 


The next step is to write down your thoughts. To give your ideas a meaningful 
figure, it is essential to write down your ideas. 


Plans are often worthless but planning is really important for the conduction and 
initiation of any business. You cannot expect to succeed, without anything on your 
plate. 


Developing a written business plan is much better, at least you know what to think 
and what aspects to ignore while launching your product. It will help you to boost 
your sales and increase the percentage of profit. 


O Control Over Finances: 


The main objective of your business is to earn as much profit .Firstly, create your 
business account separately from that of your personal account and obtain a 
credit card too hence keeping your personal and professional financial sources 
separate. It will facilitate you with your business taxes. 


The most common financial resources are; 


-Accounting tools, 
-Profit First (A Book), 
-Capital from Shopify, 


-Interest Calculator. 


O0 Trending Products Knowledge: 


To prevail in Shopify ecommerce business, you need three things: 
-think about the products/services to offer, 
-the abilities to showcase them, 


and drive traffic to your store . 
0 Team Size and World load: 


Since you have now realized how to get started with your own Shopify business, 
it's an ideal opportunity to dive into building your online empire. What amount of 
work will you have to do? And what skills will be needed to grow your business? 


These are the main questions you'll have to answer since it's your team which will 
control both your timetable and maintain your degree of interest in your Shopify 
business. 


On the off chance that you intend to do the total work yourself, you're restricted 
when you have free time to contribute. On the other hand if you plan on 
recruiting help, you'll need to represent those expenses just as the time 
associated with finding and onboarding specialists or representatives. 


So to get success it is very essential to choose the best possible team on which 
you can rely and trust because everytime you cannot be the one man show! 


- Align your Branding through Design : 


There are many design decisions that need to be made as you learn how to 
incorporate your business, from designing the logo of your product to choosing 
your brand’s colors. Here are a few key ones to focus on: 


-Logo. 


You can rely on a logo creator like Hatchful or online image software like Canva to 
build your logo. Or even you can hire a logo designer to supervise the creation of 
your desired logo. 


-Colors. 


Use Hatchful to pick colors for your brand. Or you can make up the choice of your 
colors in accordance with the type of theme you have decided. 


-Website design. 


Start with a professional theme for your website which will give you a site that’s 
based on design best practices. Shopify stores have plenty of options for themes - 
paid and free. You can choose the right theme according to your business goals. 
However, if you want to build a custom theme then you need to hire a 
professional Shopify development agency - Shopify Pro. By aligning your business 
objectives and requirements, they can help you in custom Shopify website design 
and development services. Their customer-centric approach makes them a 
reliable agency to rely on. 


O Start your Shopify Site: 


At this point, you know it all there is about how to initiate and maintain an 
effective Shopify business. You're prepared to take the last and most energizing 
step: dispatching! 


The readiness you've effectively done has established a strong framework to help 
your product’s dispatch. 


However, a plan of action, especially as you’re trying to build a unique Shopify 
store, includes being alert and aware in every possible way when any new feature 
is added in the Shopify business. 


At this point, you know everything there is about how to run a successful 
business. You’re ready to take the last and most exciting step: launching! 


The preparation you’ve already done has laid a solid foundation to support your 
launch, so you can focus on marketing activities and making your first sale. 


However, again a plan of action, especially as you’re trying to build traction, can 
help make your launch even more successful. Action can help make your launch 
even more successful. 


O Excellent Customer Service: 


Now that you’ve understood all the factors as a new Shopify businessman, when 
you are ready to enter the selling world in Shopify, the factor which you need to 
keen focus on is customer service. 


Customer Service is the job devoted to assisting clients with getting the worth 
they paid for from a service, particularly when things turn out badly. Numerous 
business companies have a devoted customer assistance office, yet those put 
resources into conveying incredible encounters make support a far reaching need. 


While incredible customer care is particularly significant for organizations that 
have a solid monetary motivator to hold their clients, the bar has ascended across 
all ventures. Clients are compensating organizations that keep pace. This shift has, 
thus, developed help into an income driver. 


A quality customer support can help you to retain your customers, and ultimately 
contribute to building a strong online reputation of your business. 


O Usage of Positive Language: 


Being positive doesn't mean limiting yourself to a misleadingly happy and perky 
tone. 


All things considered, it's tied in with keeping away from negative stating that can 
make customers have a negative response. 


A sweet tone can always compel your customer in difficult situations, whereas a 
rough response can make clients feel the weight to take care of the issue is on 
them, and regardless of whether it wasn't their fault. 


Your customers would prefer not to be addressed on how you can't help them. 
They need to hear what alternatives are accessible to tackle their concern. 


To keep a client in your corner, show them you're focused on discovering an 
answer, and use language that welcomes them to team up with you on finding 
that arrangement. 


O0 Photography of your Product: 


The apparent worth and the reliability of your product are frequently passed 
judgment dependent on how perfectly the products are visually showcased. That 
implies having very good quality, excellent product photography can go far. 


Notwithstanding, few out of every odd online storekeeper can stand to put 
resources into an expert photography studio when they're simply beginning. 


The quality of half of your product is being judged on the basis of how great your 
uploaded photo is. So you need to be careful while uploading a picture of your 
product as it will be the source of presentation of your Shopify store. 


Starting up a Shopify store: 
1. Signup 


Once you have started to use the 14 day trial, you can sign up for free. You can 
continue to use it and move on to the paid version if you are satisfied. 


Then an introductory tour will start by Shopify guiding you about its usage. 
2. Custom theme installation 


This will give your store a professional look hence choose the theme wisely. You 
can browse Shopify theme library to find an appropriate theme. 


You can also get a custom theme from any Shopify Theme Developing company. 
3. Add products 


Go to Add Product from the Product page. You can add specs like image, variants, 
price and a brief description about the product. 


4. Setup delivery and shipping 


There is a separate page at which you can customize the shipping details. You can 
also set up taxes from tax setup. 


It's a good idea to generate a few policies for your store, such as refund policy, 
privacy policy, terms of service, shipping policy, and legal notice. 


5. Payment modes 


Select an appropriate payment mode like PayPal, American Express, Mastercard or 
Visa Card and Stripe to proceed with credit card payments. 


6. Ready to sell 
Start by test orders. There is no need to be hasty. Then launch your store. 
How to sell on Shopify: 


There are many ways to sell on Shopify. You can use the platform to sell your own 
products while targeting audiences on Facebook and Instagram. 


You can also create a Shopify store and integrate it with Amazon and eBay to 
generate more sales from third-party platforms. 


CONCLUSION: 


In this article, we have discovered all the ideas and thoughts needed to start a 
complete and fulfilled Shopify store along with its start up and initiation. If you 
follow this guide, it will be for sure the best and unique way of designing and 
launching your own Shopify store. Keen knowledge of what you are offering and 
what the customer desires is very crucial in any type of business. It will help you 
flourish in future by increasing your revenues. 


